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Introduction

The Rundle Project (Rundle Street Integrated
Public Art Masterplan) facilitates the
commissioning of public artworks that are
relevant, contemporary and intensify our
awareness of the unique qualities of Rundle
Street and the East End of Adelaide. The
opportunities provided in Rundle Street through
The Rundle Project will support a program

of commissioned artworks that will stimulate
thinking, invite interaction, allow for
contemplation and even question assumptions.

The Rundle Project collates investigations

of public art philosophies, briefly reviews

the history of the Rundle Street, maps and
analyses the street, establishes public art
typologies suitable for the street and proposes
commissioning processes to achieve a range of
high quality public art outcomes. The Rundle
Project aims to be a valuable and enduring
framework to be used by Adelaide City Council
officers to guide the future commissioning of
public artworks. It provides a “toolbox” of
research, case studies and examples, historical
imagery, public art typologies, stories and
analysis. A working document for commissioned
artists and future consultancies.

The Rundle Project is based on the belief that
the best artworks emerge when artists and the
artistic processes are strongly supported

and resourced by Adelaide City Council. The
framework for commissioning public art if not
clear and supported by Council can impact on
the response by artists to the detriment of
innovation and excellence. This is particularly
seen with briefs that specify narrow narrative
and themes.

The Rundle Project proposes key imperatives at
the implementation stage that establishes a
framework to procure work of both high artistic
merit and contemporary relevance. Finally, The
Rundle Project document delivers a typological
public art framework for the street that
clearly articulates a range of opportunities in
both content, form and place. Six types of art
are proposed according to the methods necessary
for their implementation.
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The Rundle Project identifies typologies and
potential sites without being an overly
prescriptive document. This approach will
facilitate the highest level of engagement
for artists and other collaborators in their
response to Rundle Street.

Adelaide City Council
Objective and Process

The objective of the Adelaide City

Council commission is to identify the key
opportunities, themes and possible locations
for public art, both integrated and stand-alone
(Outdoor Gallery Art) for Rundle Street.

Public art can take many forms. It may be
permanent, temporary, invite active engagement
or relaxed contemplation. Some works may have
strong legible themes, while others rely on
evocative approaches. Whatever the approach

or form, public art in the City should be of
high artistic merit, provide a sense of place,
provoke enquiry and make the City more vibrant.

The Rundle Project is a key outcome of the
2008-2013 Public Art Policy and Five Year
Public Art Plan. It provides Council with a
robust, flexible and strategic framework for
an annual public art commissioning program
for this identified focus area. In addition,
proposed City initiatives such as The Rundle
Project focus on priority locations for new
artworks based on the Council’s programming of
major improvements of the City’s streets and
public spaces.

The Rundle Project supports Council’s Strategic
Directions:

Outcome 4 - Culturally Vibrant City

Outcome Statement

. Vibrant City streets and public spaces

. The State’s hub for creativity, recreation,
cultural and artistic activity and exciting
events

Strategic Direction

. Activate and enrich the City’s laneways,
streets, public spaces and the River Torrens

. Foster creativity, recreation, cultural and
artistic activities and events





